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	Sauk Trails RC&D Council Becomes  NARC&DC's Circle of Diamonds Member, First Council in Michigan
The National Association of Resource Conservation & Development Councils announced on September 15, 2010 that Sauk Trails RC&D Council of Paw Paw, Michigan had been awarded membership in the national Circle of Diamonds program.  Sauk Trails RC&D Council is the first council in the state of Michigan to receive this award.
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CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE

This certificate is awarded fo:

Sauk Trails Resource Conservation
and Development Council

In recognition of its invaluable contributions to the quality of life within
its local area and its upholding of the RC&*D mission

Tier I Member — 2010

Sl

James Sipperly, President

ohn Haugen, Executive




.

	As a member of the Circle of Diamonds, Sauk Trails RC&D Council demonstrated its positive impact on the quality of life within its local area.  Like other Circle of Diamonds members, it strives to always follow sound management principles and recognizes that its community accountability directly relates to its organizational structure, the processes it uses, and the outcomes it attains.
In earning Circle of Diamonds membership, Sauk Trails RC&D Council has shown its ability to maintain the specific benchmarks set forth in the program guidelines.  This mark of excellence show its honesty, integrity, and strong commitment to the RC&D mission.

RC&D Councils lead community action to sustain and improve the quality of natural resources and community life in their council areas.  Councils are composed of volunteers who serve their communities in all 50 states and US territories.  The Circle of Diamonds grogram acknowledges that RC&D Councils are fulfilling the requirements laid out for the RC&D program and adhering to sound management guidelines. 
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	The Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Council’s mission is to assist communities in the four county area to develop, utilize and conserve the natural resources of the area and to insure a sound resource base for the future.  The Sauk Trails RC&D is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 

	Visit our website at www.sauktrailsrcd.org


	Sauk Trails RC&D Council seeks Organic Grant 2010 
Sauk Trails RC&D Council is seeking a grant from the Organic Farm Research Foundation Santa Cruz, California for Organic Program Modules Development, Focusing on Women and Minority Small Farmers in Southwest Michigan.  Total project budget is $17,400.  Partnerships on the project include Michigan State University, Michigan State University Extension, USDA/ NRCS, Michigan Association of Conservation Districts, Michigan Food and Farming Systems, The Farm Research Cooperative, and Leader Growing Power.   
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Michigan Country Organic Farming © Pamela Gail Shinn 2009
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Sauk Trails RC&D Council current activities…

· Preparing Annual Report 2010
· Pipestone Creek Soil Bioengineering Project 
· Multi-Phase Park upgrade, Calvin Twp.
	[image: image8.jpg]



University of Michigan Study: Organic Farming Can Feed the World 
After multiple discussions with experts and organic growers, organic agricultural production activity is limited in Southwest Michigan.  Sauk Trails RC&D Council indentified a critical need to partner with MSU and MSUE to develop media for basic introductions and education to organic agriculture programs.  Key to the success of the project would be the ability to provide observation and hands on experience with successful organic farming techniques.  The project objectives are to inform and educate local small farmers and the agricultural community as to the reasons for transitioning to organic farming, the benefits of organic farming for sustainable agriculture, and the basics of planning for organic crop production.  The outcomes will include a Project Research team, work plan, two educational and informative media modules, one outreach/education handbook, recruitment of additional farmers to the organic growers network system, evaluation plan for program quality and increasing new entrants to organic agriculture.
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Michigan Organic Farming Exchange, SAFS, MSU
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“Over 30 years of helping our communities develop & conserve their resources”








