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INTRODUCTION
This document is the long-range plan for Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council.  It was developed by soliciting public input through a survey of online and paper copy in the four county area served by Sauk Trails RC&D.  In addition to the survey results, local Council members were provided guidance on the development of this plan.  The counties served by this Area Plan include the following: Allegan, Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren Counties.
The purpose of this plan is to provide a strategic direction for the organization.  The organization is stronger than ever before, yet more efforts are needed to ensure a strong sustainable organization that serves the communities in our area.

Congress passed the Food and Agricultural Act of 1962, which authorized Resource Conservation and Development areas.  The purpose of the act was to expand opportunities for conservation districts, local units of governments, and individuals to improve their communities in multi-county areas.  This included assistance in enhancing the economic, environmental and social well being of the RC&D Areas.  Currently, the USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service administers the Federal RC&D Program.  This document serves as an agreement between NRCS and the Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Council.

ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW
VISION
Our Vision Statement, revised in 2008 is: The four county area of  Southwest Lower Michigan is to: improve the quality of water, reduce soil erosion, promote strong rural community economic growth, maintain viable  agriculture, develop and utilize natural resources in a sustainable manner, and conserve an ecologically healthy environment.

COUNCIL MISSION
Our Mission Statement, revise in 2008 is: To assist communities in the four county area to develop, utilize and conserve the natural resources of the area and to insure a sound resource base for the future.

BACKGROUND AND STRUCTURE OF THE COUNCIL
The original sponsors of Sauk Trails RC&D were the County Commissioners and Conservation Districts. In 1973, they asked for help from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to improve the economy through orderly development and conservation of resources through the Resource Conservation Program (RC&D).  After USDA approved this request in 1975, the Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Area was established.  The RC&D Council was established to represent the sponsors and carry out an Area Plan of action.
Early sponsors of the Sauk Trails RC&D recognized the opportunities available to not-for-profit organization and filed for an official determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  In 1986, Sauk Trails was incorporated in the State of Michigan as a Charitable Trust.  In September 1997, IRS issued a letter of determination recognizing Sauk Trails RC&D Council as a 501 (C) 3 organization.
The governing body of Sauk Trails RC&D is the membership.  Each year the members elect a four member Executive Board to carry on the day to day operations of the Council.  The RC&D Council is directed by an eleven member Council representing the four county boards of commissioners and four conservation districts, and three at-large members.  Sauk Trails RC&D also supports an open membership for individuals, organization, and students.

OVERIEW OF THE AREA

The Sauk Trails Area is a four county area in Southwest lower Michigan composed of Allegan, Berrien, Cass, and Van Buren counties.  The area contains about 1,610,240 acres or about 2,516 square miles.  Major river basins include Kalamazoo, Black, St. Joseph, and Galien Rivers.
The elevation ranges from around 900 feet above sea level to the lowest elevation, which is at the western shore of Lake Michigan, around 577 feet above sea level.  

Most of the area is gently sloping moraines and till plains with flat, to nearly level, lake plains and outwash plains.  Deeply entrenched drainage ways dissect the area, with streams flowing westerly to Lake Michigan.  

Most of this area is made up of privately owned farms with the major crops of corn, wheat, soybeans, hay, and fruit crops.  The average growing season is approximately 165 days.  The soils vary widely in texture, natural drainage, slope, and other characteristics.  

For this area, average annual precipitation is around 34 inches and average snowfall is around 100 inches.  The average temperature for the area in July is around 74 degrees F and around 23 degrees F in January.   
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DEMOGRAPHICS

The total population of the Sauk Trails Area is 405,485 (2006 estimate).  Allegan County has a population 113,501, Berrien County 161,705, Cass County 51,329, and Van Buren County has 79,018.  

The ethnic breakdown of the area:

White persons: 348,570

Black persons: 32,464

American Indian and Alaska Native persons: 1,863

Hispanic or Latino origin: 22,198

NATURAL RESOURCES
Water Resources – One of the most valuable natural resources of the Sauk Trails RC&D area, and one which makes it unique, is its water resources.  Deeply entrenched drainage ways dissect the area, with stream flowing westerly to Lake Michigan.  There are 1,570 miles of rivers and streams, 335 small lakes,  and 85 miles of Great Lakes shoreline.  The major stream systems are Rabbit River, Gun River, Black River, Paw Paw River, St. Joseph River, Dowagiac River Galien River, and Christiana Creek.  Numerous kettle holes, swamps, and lakes are through the area.  Some of the lakes are connected by streams through bordering swamps. 
Ground water is the main supplier of rural and community water supplies and agricultural irrigation systems.  Clean water resources are the basis for many recreational activities including fishing, swimming, and boating.

Forest Resources – Forest make up approximately 24 percent of land within the four county area.  Most of the forestland is under private ownership.  Forests provide a source of environmental and ecological benefits and are vital to the area’s economy both directly and indirectly.  Trees help to hold soil in place, reducing erosion and preventing silt from washing into rivers, streams, and lakes
Soil Resources – Most of the area is gently sloping moraines and till plains with flat to nearly level lake plains and outwash plains.  The soils vary widely in texture, natural drainage, slope, and other characteristics.  Soils in the area range from well drained loamy sands to poorly drained loamy clays.  The rolling slopes near Lake Michigan offer excellent fruit growing sites.  Organic soils and irrigated loamy sands are intensively used for vegetable production.  
Mineral and Other Resources - There are several mines that have produced some quantities of rocks, gravel, and sands.  Mining activities can have an impact on the water resources of the area by uncontrolled runoff from mining operations.  Gravel roads in the area can also directly impact the area’s water resources by uncontrolled runoff and depositing gravel directly into streams.  According to the 2003 US Census, the term mining is used in the broad sense to include quarrying, well operations, beneficiating (e.g., crushing, screening, washing, and flotation, and other preparation customarily performed at the mine site, or as apart of mine activity.
2003 Number of Mining Establishments

Allegan County                                                   7

Berrien County                                                    9

Cass County                                                        3

Van Buren County                                              1

AGRICULUTRE
According to the 2007 Agriculture Census, 52 % of the land, or 819,809 acres, in the four county area is land in farms. The average size of a farm ranges from 130 acres in Berrien County to 235 acres in Allegan County.  The average per farm, market value production, ranges from $104,815 in Berrien County to $249,237.  The major crops are corn, wheat, soybeans, hay, and fruit crops.  According to the 2007 Census of Agriculture, Allegan County is ranked first in the Sate of Michigan in number hogs and pigs and Cass County is ranked second in the State of Michigan in number hogs and pigs.  Allegan County is ranked first in the State of Michigan in number of turkeys.  Van Buren County is ranked first in the State of Michigan in acres of land in berries.   Cass County is ranked first in the State of Michigan in acres of snap beans.  Berrien County is ranked first in the State of Michigan in acres of grapes.  Allegan County is ranked first in the State of Michigan in total market value of crops including nursery and greenhouse, and first in the State of Michigan in total market value of livestock, poultry, and their products.
SOCIOECONOMIC INFORMATION
The Sauk Trails RC&D area represents a fairly small percent of the total percent of the overall Michigan economy.  Berrien County is the leader in population of 161,705 and Cass County with the least population of 51,329.  

Overall the indicators show that the Sauk Trails RC&D area labor market continues to be challenged by the re-structuring of the domestic automotive industry, and more recently by the drop in the housing markets.  Major sources of income are from agriculture, tourism, and general manufacturing, as well as service industries including education, health care, government services and payments.    
Socioeconomic Data

                           2004              2004                % Adult                      % with
                          Median        % persons            High                  Bachelor’s Degree
                         Income           below               School                        or higher
                                              Poverty             Graduates               
Allegan            $48,045            9.4                     82.3                        15.8                
Berrien             $39,358          13.8                     81.9                        19.6
Cass                 $42,941          12.0                     80.4                         12.1      
Van Buren       $41,360           14.1                    78.9                         14.3
                                                    Unemployment Statistics

                                                               2008 Annual

                                                            Jobless Rate %

Allegan                                                      7.7

Berrien                                                       8.1
Cass                                                           6.9                   

Van Buren                                                 8.4                                              

Michigan                                                   8.4

RESOURCE NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES
DESCRIPTION OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ACTIVITIES
The Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Council Members and NRCS Staff assisted in the development of the “Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Area Planning Survey” using the Survey Monkey online survey web site.  This provided the major issues to be considered as needs and opportunities within the Sauk Trails area.  The survey was sent out using the Survey Monkey site to 110 individuals and additional paper copies were also used to survey individuals.  Council members encouraged to circulate it among other individuals, groups, and organizations.  Over 40 surveys were returned within the Survey Monkey site and from additional paper copies.  
Questions related to individuals surveyed within “Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Area Planning Survey” 
What County are you from?

Allegan County                                   

30.3 Response Percent

Berrien County                                    

24.2 Response Percent

Cass County                                        

18.2 Response Percent

Van Buren County                                        

30.3 Response Percent

Are you familiar with Sauk Trails Resources Conservation and Development Council?

Yes                                                      
84.4 Response Percent

No                                                        
15.6 Response Percent

Have you or your organization utilized our services?

Yes
 No                                                     

63.6 Response Percent                                                        36.4 Response Percent

Please check the position that best describes your community involvement 

	County/Township/City Staff
	31.3 Response Percent

	County Commissioner
	6.3 Response Percent

	CD Director
	9.4 Response Percent

	CD Staff
	18.8 Response Percent

	Private Landowner
	12.4 Response Percent

	Farmer
	6.3 Response Percent

	Other
	37.5 Response Percent


SUMMARY OF FINDINGS BY RC&D PROGRAM ELEMENTS
Under the resource needs and opportunities issues section of the online Survey Monkey and printed copy survey, individuals were asked to list any problems or needs in your community in each of the following categories. Individuals were also asked to include any opportunities for potential solutions to address these problems and needs.

The Area Plan focuses on four resource elements: Land Conservation, Water Management, Community Development, and Land Management.
Issues related to Land Conservation:  control erosion and sedimentation on farmland, forestland, and residential/commercial land
Comment Text:
· More filter strips needed
· Implementation of Strip Tillage, Cover Crops, and buffer strips.  Need agricultural zoning to control land rent and provide long term agricultural planning

· Need to provide more focus on agriculture related erosion and sedimentation issues.  Still too much runoff left to others to deal with

· Housing Development along lakes and rivers seem to be an increasing issue.  How to maintain and control erosion is one area of concern

· Erosion and sedimentation control on farmland-need a program to work with individual farmers on whole farm planning in high erosion areas

· I would like to see the side of bank on the Pipestone Creek along my property and my neighbor’s property used for control erosion site.

· The filling in of ditches on roadsides

· Gates drain & sediment control in Maple Lake

· Erosion control habitat protection and rehabilitation

· I live in South Haven and the lakeside erosion is still a big issue

· Better buffer strips along county drains and even roadside ditches

· Cass County is a farming community, but it is losing its small to medium farm families.  We need to encourage young people to continue farming and educate them on ways to survive while being good stewards of the land
Issues related to Water Management: water quality and quantity, streambank/shoreline protection, groundwater protection, watershed planning
Comment Text:

· Water Quality monitoring

· Set backs to stream banks

· Look to work with agency’s such as the road commission to pursue water quality and habitat grants together across the county

· Water quality with the St. Joe River in our backyard.  Development that have their own waste water treatment plant, a few 100 feet from a lake

· Water Quality problems related to failing or lack of septic systems-need ways to provide septic systems to families below the poverty level

· I would always like to see all Michigan water have good quality to support our native wildlife, protect the shorelines, and use well planned ground water protection

· Lack of DEQ cooperation in protecting our water resources are violations that they choose not to enforce
· Stream sediments stream and shoreline protection only if necessary due to potential infrastructure damage.  Our streams need room to move.  We don’t have to fix every bank.  Natural shoreline protection on lakes-much too hard.  Floodplain protection: use natural channel design to address stream issues

· The City of Niles has a wellhead protection plan and ordinance in place

· Managing sprinklers for homeowners would be big.  Along Lake Michigan, the homes are second homes and they water daily no matter what.  Rain shine, Rain, or mud …

· Allegan County has many watershed studies

· Cass County is blessed with large quantities of water.  It is a source of tourism monies for the county so we need to protect this precious resource and management it in such a way to educate people on water protection and usage.

Issues related to Community Development: job creation, assisting, promoting local business
Comment Text:

· Promoting farm issues
· Work closely with agency’s such as the road commission to link transportation infrastructure to quality of life infrastructure, is parks, trails, etc

· Very little local business
· Value added for farm business –need to work to have processing done at home instead of shipped off

· By working on issues related to Land Conservation and Water Management, this issue would take care of its self

· Promotion of park and upkeep

· Marketing of local business, particularly those that are located downtown

· Improved recreational trails would assist tourism in Allegan County

· Going green could be big in this county, but we need an organization to step up and educate the average citizen on how to become green

Issues related to Land Management: production of energy crops, protection of agricultural land as appropriate from conversion to other uses, farmland protection, and protection of fish and wildlife habitats
Comment Text:
· Promoting energy crop production

· Work with Allegan County BDR program and promote agricultural zoning, energy from Anerarobic Digesters needs better pricing from energy companies and access to the grid

· Land Management in relation to farmland protection is becoming an increasing important subject area

· Farmland protection, wetland restoration

· Working on issues related to Land Conservation and Water Management, much of the protection of our fish and wildlife habitats would not be an issue.  Farmland should be protected and properly planned for

· Again lack of DEQ cooperation

· Protect fish and wildlife habitat develop recreational opportunities and access to natural resources
· We need to continue to educate our families about the PA 116 program and what is does for us. Proper zoning also helps
· Good farming activity in our county

· Educate farms on alternate crops for energy production such as switch grass or corn base ethanol

Additional questions asked on the Survey:

How could Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Council interact in your community to understand the needs or opportunities to improve Southwest Michigan?
Comment Text:

· Farm sessions to get input on needed services

· Possibly as part of interagency meetings, township association meetings, road commission annual meetings with all townships and many elected officials, anything like these will allow your resources to be utilized efficiently by reaching across the county to all these entities

· Our office has little or no information about the Sauk Trails Resource available

· Come to a Galien River Steering Committee meeting and interact with group

· Explain to our community, by coming to board meetings what you are about

· Work to increase public IQ on cause and effect of ground water issues

· Be part of the new Southern Michigan Ecosystem Initiative

· Please describe mission and goals of the organization first

· Attend local community development meetings or hold a visioning forum at the Edward Lowe Foundation sponsored by Sauk Trails

What organizations could Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Council partner with to achieve those needs?

Comment Text:

· Conservation Districts, Farm Bureau, GreenStone FSC, etc
· County Board of Commissioners, Allegan Conservation, District Macatawa Area Coordinating Council
· Road Commission, Drain Commission, Two Rivers Coalition, MDNR, MDEQ, Townships, City and Villages

· In Buchanan City we have the “Friends of McCoy Creek” that have established a trail system that may be looking at extending into Buchanan Townships in the future

· Would be great for Sauk to help the Berrien County Conservation District get up and running on a program of working with landowners to reduce sedimentation say with the Great Lake Sedimentation grant-a-partnership that would help farmers with strip tiller or other demonstration

· Our Parks Board

· Conservation Districts, Public Schools

· Townships are the basis of local government

· Cass County Parks, Conservation Districts, Edward Lowe Foundation

What top three natural resources in your community would benefit preservation or expansion?
Comment Text:

· River, open farmland

· Shoreline, prime farmland, wetlands

· Soil, water, lake shore dunes, restoring wetlands for storm water storage

· Farm land, open space/undisturbed (could be forested), water resources

· Underdeveloped lake areas, river areas that have never been developed which naturalist tell me are very rare and maybe the only one like them in the area (Lake Chapin Road)

· Farmland preservation, wetland preservation

· The St. Joseph River/Deerhead Park

· Wildlife habitat Lake protection (Sewer system) Open lands

· Stream Lakes Corridors

· Saint Joseph River, Dowagiac River (we have a short segment)

· State forest and rivers

· Water, Wind, Solar, Land

Do you have other suggestions for the Sauk Trail Resource Conservation and Development Council?

Comment Text:

· Recreation trails in area

· Work with socially disadvantaged communities in Allegan County

· Possibly partner with Drain Commission and Road Commission to identify countywide road crossing issues relating to water quality, habitat and soil erosion and sedimentation

· Only those one previously mentioned

· Work to improve communications 
· Trail along the Kalamazoo River

· Solar or Wind Farm in Cass County

GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND STRATEGIES
The goals, objectives, and strategies will address each of the following four major elements of land conservation, water management, community development, and land management.

Land Conservation
Goal 1: Assist all four counties in reducing the effects of soil erosion on agricultural, forest, and urban lands by 2013.

Objective 1: Develop partnerships with conservation districts and local units of governments to decrease soil erosion, sedimentation, and storm runoff by 2013. 

Strategy 1:  Assist conservation districts and local units of governments in the watershed planning and implementation stages in the identification of (35) erosion sites in the Black River, Rabbit River, Dowagiac River, Galien River, Gun River, Rocky River, Kalamazoo River, Paw Paw River Saint Joseph River and Christiana Creek watersheds within the Sauk Trails RC&D Council area by 2013.
Strategy 2:  Utilize bio-engineering (two sites) for a low cost streambank and roadside protection in watershed planning and seek funding for treatment by 2013.

Strategy 3:  Coordinate with conservation districts and local communities with 4 workshops to promote the use urban stormwater management techniques by 2013. 
Objective 2: Develop partnership with local builders to decrease soil erosion and sedimentation on construction sites

Strategy 1:  Coordinate with conservation districts and local Builders Associations in the four county area with (4 workshops) for best management practices to decrease soil erosion and sedimentation on construction sites by 2012.
Water Management
Goal 1:  Protect the surface and ground water supplies by completing four planning and/or implementations plans by 2013
Objective 1:  Provide leadership with conservation partners in identifying watersheds in need of planning and/or implementation assistance by 2013.

Strategy 1:  Provide technical assistance to the Two River Coalition (Black River and Paw Paw River Watersheds with two workshops in addressing best management practices that address surface and subsurface concerns by 2010.
Strategy 2: Provide technical assistance with the Agricultural Water Enhancement Program Proposal Grant for Southwest Lake Michigan Watershed by 2009.

Strategy 3: Assist one conservation partner in seeking funding for planning and/or implementation watershed plan by 2013.

Strategy 4: Provide technical assistance to the MEANDRS group in Cass County with one bank stabilization project by 2010.

Strategy 5:  Provide technical assistance to the Kalamazoo River Watershed Council with one implementation water plan by 2013.

Community Development

Goal 1: Provide technical assistance to improve recreational and tourism activities in all of the counties of Sauk Trail RC&D by 2013.

Objective 1:  Develop at least two new or expanded recreational type projects by 2013.

Strategy 1:  Provide technical assistance to the one  “Mid America Trails and Greenways Conference” by 2009.

Strategy 2:  Continue to provide assistance to the Southwest Michigan Alliance for Recreational Trails Task Force, one Southwest Michigan 9 County Non-Motorized Plan by 2010.
Strategy 3: Provide technical assistance with one Southwest Michigan 9 County Non- Motorized Map Update by 2010.

Strategy 4: Provide technical assistance to Sodus Township with the one recreational project by 2010.

Strategy 5: Provide technical assistance to Gun Lake Tribe with one new trail development project by 2010.
Goal 2:  Provide technical assistance to at least one River Heritage Water Trail by 2010.

Objective 1: Work with the Kalamazoo River Heritage Water Trail Working Group to promote the use of the Kalamazoo River for recreational use by 2011.
Strategy 1:  Provide technical assistance for one Kick Off Opening Ceremony to promote the Kalamazoo River Heritage Water Trail by 2009.

Strategy 2:  Assist the Kalamazoo River Heritage Water Trail Working Group with the development of one Guidebook to promote the Water Trail by 2010.

Strategy 3:  Sauk Trails RC&D will sponsor one signage stop within the Kalamazoo Heritage Water Trail by 2009.

Goal 3: Provide technical assistance to four communities with fire protection in rural areas.

Objective 1: Work with communities in promoting the use of dry hydrants in four communities for fire protection in rural areas by 2013.
Strategy 1:  Install four dry hydrants projects within Sauk Trails RC&D Area by 2012.

Land Management
Goal 1:  Promote development of land use planning by increasing the level of awareness by assisting three communities by 2013.

Objective 1:  Work with at least three local communities to increase the awareness of the need for land use planning

Strategy 1: Contact counties, state agencies, and universities to develop one report on land use planning resources and case studies.

Strategy 2: Meet with at least three communities most interested and assist them in developing local committees by 2011.

Strategy 3:  Research, develop and maintain a list of funding sources for land use planning by 2010.

Goal 2: Organize an educational program with four organizations (Conservation Districts and other organizations) that emphasizes the development of organic farming, forestry, fish and wildlife best management practices by 2013.
Objective 1:  Co-sponsor three workshops to expand education efforts on land management and sustainable natural resource practices by 2013.
Strategy 1: Promote and help organize one forestry management field day in Southwest Michigan by 2010.

Strategy 2: Continue to provide assistance with five Dead of Winter Camps that provides intense lab training (agricultural and environmental) to 20 boys and girls by 2013.
Strategy 3: Provide assistance to one Youth Farm Camp (Camp teaches youths in community about farming and agriculture) in Berrien County by 2009.

Objective 2:  Promote the Transition to Organic Farming in Southwest Michigan Project by 2012.

Strategies 1:  Apply for one grant funding project by 2009.
CURRENT AND POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIPS WITH USDA AND OTHER
Strategies to meet the Sauk Trails RC&D Council Area Plan from 2009-2013 are described in each of the four major elements above.  Each year, the Sauk Trails RC&D Council develops an Annual Plan of Work based on the objectives, goals, problems and opportunities identified in the Area Plan.  The Annual Plan of Work is a dynamic, flexible document that describes activities, projects, partners, responsible parties, and timeframes that move the RC&D Council closer to their long term goals.

Partnerships will be utilized for planning and implementation projects. 
Partners include:

County Board of Commissioners
County Road Commissioners 
County Drain Commissions

Two Rivers Coalition

Friends of McCoy Creek

Public Schools

Edward Lowe Foundations

Conservation Districts
Watershed Organizations
Non-Profit Organizations
Townships
Michigan State University 

Western State University

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Michigan Department of Agricultural

Michigan Department of Transportation

Regional Planning Agencies

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service

USDA-Rural Development

Private Business.

LINKAGES TO THE NRCS STRATEGIC PLAN

Natural Resources Conservation Service Overarching Strategies addressed in this Area Plan include:

Cooperative Conservation:

All Goals
Watershed Approach:

Land Conservation Goal 1

Watershed Management Goal 1

Community Development Goal 2

Land Management Goals 1, 2

Market-Based Approach:

All Goals

Natural Resources Conservation Service Mission, Goals and Outcomes associated with this Area Plan include:

High Quality Productive Soils:
Land Conservation Goal 1

Water Management Goal 1

Land Management Goals 1, 2

Clean and Abundant Water:

Land Conservation Goal 1

Water Management Goal 1

Land Management Goals 1, 2

Healthy Plan and Animal Communities:

Land Conservation Goal 1

Water Management Goal 1

Land Management Goals 1, 2

Clean Air:

Goal 3

Adequate Energy Supply:

Land Management Goal 2

Working Farm and Ranch Lands: 

Community Development Goal 1, 2
Land Management Goals 1, 2

COMPLIANCE STATEMENTS

The Sauk Trails RC&D Council’s program will be conducted in compliance with the nondiscrimination provisions as contained in Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (P.L. 100-259) and other nondiscrimination statues; namely, Section 504, of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and in accordance with regulations of Secretary of Agriculture (7CFR-15, Subpart A&B) which provide that no person in the United States shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, or handicap/disability be excluded from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial (or technical) assistance from the Department of Agriculture or any agency thereof.

The Sauk Trails RC&D Council agrees that the signing of this document constitutes agreement to comply with federal laws concerning restrictions on lobbying, a drug-free workplace, and responsibilities for procurement, suspension, and disbarment.

The Sauk Trails RC&D Council has had this application reviewed by the state.  Comments made through the state single point of contact have been considered prior to submission of the application and that all applicable procedures have been followed.  An environmental impact statement will not be prepared during the development of the area plan, but an environmental assessment or environmental impact statement will be prepared concurrently with the development of each project, when applicable, in accordance with federal procedures.
SIGNATURE

The Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Council hereby adopt this RC&D Area Plan and agree to use effectively the assistance provided by the U.S. Department to realize the goals and objectives outlined herein.

By:_________________________________                   Date:______________

Carl Collier, Chairperson

Attest: ______________________________                   Date: ______________

Victoria Chandler, Secretary
U.S. Department of Agriculture-Natural Resources Conservation Service

The State Conservationist hereby acknowledges the attached Area Plan of the Sauk Trails RC&D Council as meeting the requirements under Public Law 97-98 to receive assistance from USDA.

Acknowledge By: _________________________          Date:_______________

NRCS State Conservationist

APPENDIX
DOCUMENTED PUBLIC INPUT
The Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Council Members and NRCS Staff assisted in the development of the “Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Area Planning Survey” using the Survey Monkey online survey web site.  This provided the major issues to be considered as needs and opportunities within the Sauk Trails Area.  The survey was sent out using the Survey Monkey site to 110 individuals and additional paper copies were also used to survey individuals.  Council members were encouraged to circulate it among other individuals, groups, and organizations.  Over 40 surveys were returned within the Survey Monkey site and from additional paper copies.
Copy of the Sauk Trails Resource Conservation and Development Area Planning Survey is on file at the Office at 1035 E. Michigan Avenue Unit A Paw Paw, Michigan 49079.
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